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1 th :u:-ht ofcoir. you wh f.n the Justice Department report was 
released last week. The Friday and Saturday issues of the New York 
Tir.es and Washington Post do not get to Memphis until Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 1 Jmij6 had time to, read tnd digest most of the material 
--V. ' T "-' ’ papers do such a poor ,iob of winnowing and u. .1 ishinm 

C ts : .'..t-r.i.'.i * ■: fes as big as the King murder, .'elective 

repression. I call it. 

The New York Times normally carries a pretty comprehensive news 
story along with the actual document itself. The Times, however, did 
not print one important fact which I gleaned from The '« ashing ton Post: 
namely, the name of the source which tipped Memphis police about a. murder 
contract on Redditt's life. 

Do you know a Senate Government Operations Committee investigator 
named Philip R , Manuel.? How did he get wind of a murder plot against 
an obscure black detective in Memphis? 

T know you disnsi- ted as significant the fact hedditt was removed, 
but I still believe that may be the only tangible clue that someone in 
■Vashington was calling the- securi ty signals for King’s surveillance 
on Anril L. Remember, I was there. On April 3? King was surrounded by 
a nhaianx of FBI agents, and probably Army CIC agents as he spoke to 
a crowd in the courtya d of the Centenary “ethodist Church on Me Be mo re 
in the afternoon. A panel truck was parked about a 

block down the street but at an angle where King could be viewed 
standing on the c -.urfc yard's steps which were to the side of the building. 

The A: — v CTO (they certainly were not Memphis detectives or 
riM agents) were narked almost in front of ‘.To church on f He other side 
of the street. They were mo: e gfiBSMftiBX obvious ar.d they ; n lets 

cameras, photorraphing everyone in the crowd. The next day, these people 
got 'Mere not around. The fire st.ation was the only logical vantage point 
to conduct surveillance on King, other than the 

rooming house, and of course, we know the FBI did not use the rooming 
house. At the fire station, there is no evidence to this point than there 
we. e any FB]j£ agents assigned to the local police to assist the 
survei '• lance from the fire station. No, a seven year old campaign of 
intensive sir veil lance ended one day before King- was assassinated. You 
tell -rife that this is_ not s ignifican t. 

I do relive I told you my suspicions grsSS&aBK. concerning the 
‘•arch 2? riot during- one of sup our beer drinking sessions, .train , 1 
was there: a naif block from South Main Street or, D eal e an ! a half 
block from the front wave of the na.sive sea of protest marchers when 
the. riot e runted . At Beale and Main, there were batr.al ions of riot 
control police "toma&amsmtua *- poised to -wade in. It is significant that 
the riot st rted one block from South Main- Street where most of the la: ge 
white department stores were located back in 196s. (Toriav, ->ost of them 
have moved out Ea t although one .rap or denar tmer.t store," Goldsmith's, 
leers its downtown store, less tinan- tw.q Mocks from seal e • & Main. 




mllitanS" t^-sKt" b ?' fenuir ‘ e black 

signs said , why didn't the Hntsre ,,- ay i^ at was what one of the 
marchers reached South Vain Streft ^ unPl1 the ^^ive sea of 

.the march had turned on South MaiJ ’s^reet^and Vhen J!?® tail . end of 
Heading north on'' South Main t£ ee t>. and vben the march was 

the windows of Goldsmith *s (the! anr^t^ rioters could have smashed 
a multitude of merVfsSres tf downto !® s tore), as well as 
patronized by whites back in those days? 35 3h ° pS ' etc > alrr ‘ ost exclusively 

batialioSf^ -iflrtSvIo™! f d S r° nd - which Police 

-ack ghetto . ' opportunity to move in and contain J&e march in t^ 

No, I believe the 3 — - r ._. jV . , 

1#i ardh 2fi riot had been . * Vi-mt™ evict enc e suggests that the 

structure. It had almost a oaramiVff 6 ^ 11 ^ 6 ^ by the white power 

pSicf 0 

intelligence : 1 , sn the 1 attend* 

10 days, but I Van ' t^savVnv'thi e thing else to occur in the past 

I know how skeptical you are and iVertai ? ntl1 W eCk ib 

filling your head with what may* turn ou" tVh W0 !J ldn b waste your time 

essence, if mv in format -io>~ Iu tUr T ' ° Up -, bo be sbeer fantasy. But in 

s^eil^ne^ D^V!^ ^"-«^-sJi f ^rss tad 

-W3.S 

and LOs^k^e'ctho" Z\ U d, f <1 n °“ 1 S^tar of the 30= 

!tm iWwTn.^T Dr? a Klng was kr?ed S Thi^” 

said, was using "he Galt aliao Pr * ^ ln £ s murder. Ray, J arro 

-arialMar e Rakin'”) and a idle ,B tHe *««»« of a girl name 
and ■>.,! ■ l. standing’arieast siw »•«•- 3 JO pounds 

swept down on the hotel eft-en c.„ S ' X s ^ x bab .^* bos *ngeles. police 

at the hotel, but the trio had ('wU^ tlP ; ed i t * ieni that a Galt was staying 
in the hotel. The raid was Published^ n °th beav ^ n g personal belonrings 
the Xiags, so I ha^e been told f hovl th , e , es.£xaoany but not 

of^e^to pay fS an^e^ox VlLnfnV Wgues^ of both papers 
that police cane in with “SS ‘Siwn Th e story was 

whom I have been inf ormed^uilTT-ti pped th^police! Uarr °’ W&S " the man 

article whichVa Vied*! & ~ ' Ia f 6 M ce > the 

and an inside story about Youngbloo?TS5l^s P ^ ? Voun § blood > 
source on that story and Freed is n ,. 0 " JTc °^ ts r D ' °™ aid Freed was the 
affidavits from people in the ho"e? * ^. say ^ n ^ he gathered several 

-which said Yo , Lblood Sas th~ V 32* men tion f.rankie Darro 
could have been a double for James Earl ^-~ a ^ g ® bIack man an d . a ma " who 
never mentions a dark-haired pi rl n amo a ^Y* Freed 

loungblood ss Jusia man wS Ks ‘iUh re i e « at ’ s 

seeN talking 'to Maria hut ncvn, gisterea in the hotel and who was 

appeared to be Ray ?' v source j n - 3 ^ ln g. directly with the man who 
the hotel in a ??to b ? ack *»« left 

away with the bi» b^ack man ft thi w • 1 ^ e T b ^ a '“^ bl: Ousme and driving 
Lomax was checkifg trus story oit whence ■Ls'killff ? old bhat Lou i s 

“J* S; 1 -: 




